
U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 
Eight Hundred and Eighteenth Meeting 

Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room 
October 10, 2019 – 9:30 a.m. 

 
Members and Deputy Members in Attendance 
Aisha Ahmad   U.S. Postal Service 
Marcus Allsup   Department of Defense (National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency) 
Meghan Barrett  Department of Homeland Security 
Wendi-Starr Brown  Department of the Interior (Bureau of Indian Affairs) 
Thad Ellerbe   Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
Andrew Flora   Department of Commerce (Census Bureau) 
Brenda-Anne C. Forrest Government Publishing Office 
Andrew Griffin  Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 
Elizabeth Kanalley  Department of Agriculture (U.S. Forest Service) 
Susan Lyon   Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers)  

   (Vice Chair) 
Ron Salz   Department of the Interior (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) 
Timothy St. Onge  Library of Congress 
Mike Shelton   Department of the Interior (National Park Service) 
Tara Wallace    Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
 
Ex-Officio 
Trent Palmer, Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names/Foreign Names 
Committee (by phone) 
 
Staff 
Julie-Ann Danfora, U.S. Geological Survey 
Maria McCormick, U.S. Geological Survey (by phone) 
Matthew O’Donnell, U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Runyon, U.S. Geological Survey 
 
Guests 
Clark Ashton 
Karas Cahill 
Carson Gray, Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
Jacob Merjan, Department of Defense (National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency) 
Jeff Wong, Department of Defense (National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency) 
 
1.  Opening  
 
Flora opened the meeting at 9:35 a.m. and asked the members, staff, and guests to introduce 
themselves.   
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The chair and vice-chair of the DNC for the 2019-2021 term will be Michael Karau (Department 
of Homeland Security) and Susan Lyon (Department of Defense/U.S. Army Corps of Engineers), 
respectively.  In Karau’s absence, Lyon chaired this meeting.   
 
Noting that his chairmanship of the DNC was concluding at this meeting, Flora thanked the 
members for their support and hard work during the past two years.  Lyon thanked Flora for his 
leadership and noted that he had set an example for all DNC members to follow.   
 
2.  Minutes of Meeting 817 
 
The minutes of Meeting 817, held September 12, 2019, were approved with minor edits. 
 
3.  Reports 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace) 
 
Wallace reiterated the DNC’s thanks to Flora for his leadership during the last two years.  She 
welcomed Allsup as the Full Board vice-chair for the new two-year term.  
 
Members and staff of the BGN will be attending the 33rd joint meeting of the BGN and the 
Permanent Committee on Geographical Names for British Official Use (PCGN), which will be 
take place in London, November 18-22.  Wallace thanked Leo Dillon, outgoing Full Board chair, 
for writing a history of the BGN-PCGN collaboration, which will be presented and posted on the 
BGN and PCGN websites.  The meeting will also provide an opportunity to celebrate the 
PCGN’s centennial.  The BGN has prepared a commemorative plaque to be presented during the 
event. 
 
The Executive Committee will establish a subcommittee to review the BGN bylaws.  Wallace 
invited any members interested in assisting in the effort to contact Allsup. 
 
Wallace thanked Forrest for her work on completing the Fiscal Year 2018 BGN Annual Report, 
which was approved at the October 8 Full Board meeting and is now posted online. 
 
At the October 8 meeting, the Full Board approved 16 new names recommended by the Advisory 
Committee on Antarctic Names (ACAN), 4 from U.S. proponents and 12 from the New Zealand 
Antarctic Place-Names Committee.  Of the former group, one is to name a peak Mount Yost, in 
honor of BGN Executive Secretary Emeritus Lou Yost, who retired in May. 
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Palmer and Runyon) 
 
The next meeting of the Foreign Names Committee (FNC) will take place on Tuesday, 
December 10 at the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) in Springfield, Virginia. 
 
Palmer reported that FNC staff is preparing for the upcoming BGN-PCGN meeting. 
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Runyon distributed the latest BGN membership directory and asked members to note any edits to 
their contact information.  McCormick will post any updates to the BGN website. 
 
The BGN member and deputy member (re)appointment letters for the October 1, 2019-
September 30, 2021 term are still working their way through the U.S. Geological Survey review 
process.  All member biographies have been received.  Runyon reminded the DNC that in 
accordance with the bylaws, all current members and deputy members continue to serve after 
October 1, even if their appointment has not yet been confirmed.  BGN staff will inform the 
members once the letters have left the Department of the Interior so that they can notify their 
management and ask that they confirm the appointees and/or put forward additional or new 
members.  
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (SCC) (Forrest) 
 
Forrest distributed copies of the completed Fiscal Year 2018 BGN Annual Report.  She will 
begin compiling the FY19 report shortly and requested input by December 12, so that the draft 
can be completed by the end of the calendar year.   
 
The SCC will be updating all BGN documents.  Forrest suggested developing a template so that 
the appearance of all documents is standardized.  She also welcomed any suggestions to improve 
the online presence and branding of the BGN.  Flora asked if the documents are section 508 
compliant.  Forrest will research this.  
 
The next meeting of the SCC will likely be held prior to an upcoming DNC meeting.  Members 
will be notified when it is scheduled, and all are welcome to attend. 
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Runyon) 
 
Jane Messenger, a long-time member of the BGN and GNIS staff in Rolla, Missouri, retired from 
Federal service at the end of September.  Prior to joining the staff full-time in 2006, she had also 
spent 120 days on a detail in the USGS Geographic Names Office in the early 1990s and for 
many years served as secretary of the Missouri Board on Geographic Names.  Since May 2017 
her focus has been on appending BGN decision cards and “work cards” to GNIS entries.  These 
cards were prepared between 1934 and 2000, and in 2011 were scanned into large continuous 
files, one for each State.  Appending them to GNIS required analyzing each card to determine 
which name it belonged to, which led to the discovery of missing BGN decisions, other 
compilation errors, and the collection of additional variant names.  At the time of her retirement, 
the project was completed through Idaho, with the exception of Alaska.  There was a brief 
discussion of how the effort might be continued to complete the remaining States.  Allsup 
mentioned how useful he finds the DNC’s decision cards and noted that the FNC staff are 
considering whether to start a similar effort for entries in the FNC’s GEOnet Names Server. 
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Shelton reminded the committee that Messenger also created by hand a large wooden inlay of the 
BGN seal that was presented to the BGN in 2002 and was displayed at the 125th anniversary 
event in 2015.   
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
At the September meeting, Runyon mentioned a pending proposal to change the name of Mount 
Katahdin, the highest summit in Maine and northern terminus of the Appalachian National 
Scenic Trail, to Katahdin.  “Katahdin” means “greatest mountain” in the Abenaki language, and 
so the proponent believes the generic “Mount” is redundant.  Since then, the proponent, who 
serves as director of Baxter State Park (despite the name, not administered by the State of 
Maine), has contacted the DNC staff to report that after speaking with park management, he has 
decided to withdraw the proposal.  It was not yet review listed.   
 
Quarterly Review List 437, comprising 79 new name and name change proposals, was 
completed and posted at the BGN website in early October.  A notice will be sent shortly to all 
573 federally recognized Tribes and to Tribal Historic Preservation Officers recognized by the 
National Park Service, as well as to BGN members, State names authorities, and other interested 
parties.  Staff will begin contacting local, State, and Federal partners for feedback on the 
proposals. 
 
Runyon thanked O’Donnell and Danfora for their hard work researching the proposals and 
writing the case summaries, many of which are quite extensive.  Although some may feel the 
information is overly detailed, it has been shown that the DNC members, the public, and other 
interested parties find it useful, especially when considering proposals that might garner media 
interest or could be considered controversial.  The staff has also been complimented by the 
media and by proponents on the thoroughness of the research.  The case summaries also become 
part of the GNIS record and are useful to researchers in the future.   
 
Salz asked about the procedure after the review list is posted.  He mentioned that staff had 
recently inquired about the management status of land close to or within U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service areas, despite the fact that the proposed name is not yet review listed.  Staff clarified that 
it is important to note the land management agency in the case brief and also that the members 
representing these agencies are welcome to begin their outreach at any time.  Salz suggested that 
a discussion of how each member keeps track of proposals and responses would be helpful.   
 
Forrest offered the assistance of the SCC to assemble an orientation manual for new members 
and deputies.  Kanalley commented that when she joined the BGN, she benefitted from visiting 
with DNC staff for a day to learn about policies and procedures.   
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
McCormick reported that she has received a request from the Census Bureau to create new GNIS 
entries for three Census Designated Places and corresponding populated places located on Ho-
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Chunk Indian Nation trust lands.  Because these features are on Tribal Lands, and in accordance 
with the DNC’s Tribal Names Policy, the names are accepted as submitted by the Tribal 
government and no formal DNC review is needed.  Some of the names contain diacritics that can 
be rendered using the characters listed currently in Appendix G (“Characters Approved for Use 
in Geographic Name Proposals”), but at least one cannot be created and so McCormick will need 
to generate it using other available Unicode lists.  She reminded the committee that an updated 
version of the approved character list is available upon request.   
 
McCormick participated in a teleconference with an employee of U.S. Forest Service (SUSF) 
Region 4 who is interested in incorporating landforms into their geographic datasets.  He has 
been compiling line features to show where names should be displayed on maps, but McCormick 
was able to demonstrate how the GNIS staff is collecting polygons of the entire feature, which 
provides more flexibility for cartographic use.  She will provide a copy of the GNIS data to the 
USFS employee, who expressed an interest in incorporating the polygons into their data.  The 
collection of ridges, ranges, summits, valleys, and arroyos located on USGS 1:24,000-scale 
topographic maps that cover national forests should be completed within a year.  The collection 
of other spatial features, such as areas or basins, will be next.  Kanalley noted that the USFS 
technical center staff is excited to learn more about this effort. 
 
Staff is cleaning up some GNIS data in anticipation of new forms that are being developed.  As 
an example, highway interchanges, recorded in GNIS as “crossing,” are to be removed.  The 
vector web edit team will begin working on the new forms soon.   
 
Forrest inquired about moving the BGN 125th Anniversary Symposium material from the FNC 
website to the BGN homepage.  She also suggested that a new page for the SCC could be added 
to the homepage, which might be a logical place to post the symposium files.  McCormick noted 
that the files were originally hosted by USGS but were moved to the National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency servers following security updates at the USGS. 
 
3.7  Public Presentation: “Druid Hill,” Georgia (Clark Ashton) 
 
Lyon invited Ashton to comment on his proposal to make official the name Druid Hill for a 
geographic feature in DeKalb County, Georgia.  The DNC voted at its August 2019 meeting not 
to approve the name, citing a lack of county and State support, as well as possible confusion with 
other features in the area with similar names.  Ashton noted that the name has the support of 
numerous local residents, and stated his belief that the opposition from the Georgia State Names 
Authority was based on a misrepresentation of the facts and a lack of understanding about the 
relationship of the Druid Hills neighborhood to the surrounding area, as well as the history of the 
Druid Hills name.  He argued that more attention was given to his art and his property than the 
hill itself.   
 
Lyon clarified that the DNC makes decisions that are informed by local and State 
recommendations and that it does not “overturn” State recommendations.  The DNC establishes 
and standardizes names for Federal use. 
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Mr. Ashton stated that he would provide a copy of his presentation and other relevant documents 
to Runyon for distribution to the committee.  The DNC will likely review the information at its 
next meeting, and consider the request to revisit the August decision.  Lyon and the DNC 
members thanked Mr. Ashton for his presentation and wished him a good trip back to Georgia.  
Mr. Ashton and Ms. Cahill left the meeting. 
 
4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved 
at this meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 
interested parties - none 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 
Change Inconstantion Creek (FID 284479) to Ambler Creek, Florida (Timucuan Ecological 
and Historic Preserve) (Review List 434) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the change, citing the negative 
recommendations of the Florida State Names Authority and the National Park Service.  Members 
discussed the existence of “meaningless” names on the landscape and suggested this name could 
have been corrupted from another language or perhaps derives from the word “inconstant.”   
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Lorelei Swamp, Florida (Review List 433) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the negative recommendations 
of the Orange County Commissioners, the Florida State Names Authority, and the owners of a 
portion of the property.  Members discussed the “swamp” nature of the feature and noted that the 
proposed generic term seems appropriate.  They also questioned whether the name was proposed 
in order to help preserve the swamp from development; staff responded that there is no 
indication of this. 
 
 Vote:     7  in favor 
                7  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
As a result of the tie vote, the proposal is automatically deferred to the next meeting.  Staff asked 
if any additional research is needed but no suggestions were offered.  Salz offered to seek 
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comments from the regional U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service office, because of the feature’s 
proximity to the Saint John National Wildlife Refuge.   
 
Arturdee Creek, Washington (Review List 431) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the negative recommendation 
of the State Names Authority.   
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                2  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion were cast in the belief that the association with the historical locale 
was appropriate.  
 
Pinecroft Peak, Washington (Review List 431) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the recommendation of the 
State Names Authority.   
 
 Vote:   10  in favor 
                2  against 
                2  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion were cast in the belief that the name was reasonable.  
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Stewart Creek, Georgia (Review List 435) (FID 2804814) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   13  in favor 
                1  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
The vote against the motion cited the apparent lack of association between the stream and the 
historical feature for which it is to be named.  
 
Gordon Branch, North Carolina (Review List 434) (FID 2804819) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 



8 
 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Change Squaw Creek (FID 1150257) to Nestucca Bobb Creek, Oregon (Siuslaw National 
Forest) (Review List 436) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Doggetts Pond, Virginia (Review List 433) (FID 2804821) 
 
Members discussed the lack of association between the intended honoree and the feature.  Mr. 
Doggett did not live on the property and simply provided funds that allowed the reservoir to be 
constructed after his death.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:   12  in favor 
                2  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion cited the aforementioned lack of association between the honoree 
and the feature.  
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Restoration Branch, Florida (Eglin Air Force Base) (Review List 435) (FID 2804812) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Northwoods Creek, Georgia (Review List 435) (FID 2804813) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
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Trinity Creek, Mississippi (Review List 435) (FID 2804815)  
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   13  in favor 
                0  against 
                1  abstention 
 
Orchard Creek, North Carolina (Review List 434) (FID 2804818) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
One member left the meeting. 
 
Springfield Butte, Oregon (Review List 436) (FID 2804822) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  
 
 Vote:   13  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
  
Mittenwald Creek, South Carolina (Review List 436) (FID 2804820) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:     9  in favor 
                2  against 
                2  abstentions 
 
The votes against the motion cited the lack of response from local interested parties.  This led to 
a discussion as to whether “no objection” should be allowed as a response. 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
Wallace reported that a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Navigation 
Manager in Florida had forwarded to her a request from NOAA partners in the U.S. Navy to 
apply the name “Black Lion Bay” to a currently unnamed bay east of Naval Air Station (N.A.S.) 
Key West in Monroe County.  The name would refer to Strike Fighter Attack Squadron (VFA) 
213 “Black Lions,” based at N.A.S. Oceana, Virginia, which lost two of its members when their 
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F/A-18F Super Hornet crashed on a landing approach over the bay on March 14, 2018.  The 
navigation manager reported that friends, family, and fellow Naval aviators would like to see the 
bay named in their honor and asked for guidance on how to submit the request to the BGN. 
 
Members discussed whether this pending proposal should be considered commemorative.  Four 
options were presented:  (1) select instead a man-made feature such as a harbor, the naming of 
which is outside the BGN’s purview; (2) suggest that N.A.S. Key West ask their congressional 
representatives to introduce legislation to name the bay; (3) process the proposal as honoring the 
flight mission, and thus technically not a commemorative name; or (4) have the proponents wait 
until after the five-year waiting period has passed and process it as a commemorative name.  
Wallace noted that the U.S. Navy is eager to have the name approved soon.  Some members 
believe that naming a feature after a flight mission would not be commemorative; Runyon 
compared it to the example of the name Columbia Point named for the Columbia Space Shuttle 
mission that exploded upon re-entry in 2003.  The name honors the mission and not the 
individual astronauts who lost their lives.  Other members commented that the only association 
between the Black Lions and the bay was because of the accident and as such the name is 
commemorative in spirit.  Recognizing the entire Black Lions Squadron may not be appropriate 
because there has been no long-term association between it and the air station other than their 
training missions.  Members agreed that if this name was proposed close to the end of the five-
year waiting period, there would likely be no question that the proposal should be accepted and 
processed.  
 
The committee was asked to provide guidance to Wallace so she can respond to the inquiry.  
They agreed that the proponent should try to obtain local and county support to strengthen their 
case, and that the proposal could be considered as referencing the Squadron rather than as a 
commemorative name.  
 
St. Onge announced that the Library of Congress will host its Annual GIS Day on November 13, 
2019, and this year’s theme is Historical Preservation and Cultural GIS.  Senator Romney is 
expected to give the keynote address.  St. Onge will send out the official press release next week.   
 
6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting will be held November 14, 2019, at 9:30 a.m., at 
the Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room. 
 
       (signed)    
  
       _______________________ 
       [vacant] Executive Secretary 
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APPROVED 
(signed) Michael Karau 
 
_______________________ 
Michael Karau, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
 
 

U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
October 2019 

 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 

interested parties - none 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 

Change Inconstantion Creek to Ambler Creek, Florida 
(Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve) 

(Review List 434) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=30.5527374&p_longi=-
81.6095411&fid=284479 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Inconstantion Creek, a 3.6-mile-long tributary of the 
Nassau River in Duval County, to Ambler Creek.  The stream also lies within the Timucuan 
Ecological and Historic Preserve, managed by the National Park Service (NPS), and in the 
Nassau River - St. Johns River Marshes Aquatic Preserve, managed by the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection (FL DEP).   
 
The proponent states that the word “inconstantion” does not exist in the American lexicon and 
therefore it should be changed to “a more proper one.”  He believes “inconstantion” may mean 
“wandering around aimlessly” and suggests that “ambler” is a proper synonym. 
 
The stream has been labeled Inconstantion Creek on USGS topographic maps since 1918.  The 
source and meaning of the name is unknown.  The name is used in many Federal and State 
reports, especially during the last 25 years, including:  USGS Water-Data Reports; Timucuan 
Ecological and Historic Preserve reports published by the NPS; a list of navigable waters from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; and Florida Department of Transportation lists of historic 
bridges.  It is also mentioned in a 2016 article in The Florida Times-Union; the journalist reports 
speaking with the proponent who “said he’s spent many hours through the years contacting 
libraries, universities and government agencies and has yet to find any proof it’s an actual word.”  
The misspelling Inconstation Creek was used in a 1996 Water Resources Management Plan for 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=30.5527374&p_longi=-81.6095411&fid=284479
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=30.5527374&p_longi=-81.6095411&fid=284479
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=30.5527374&p_longi=-81.6095411&fid=284479
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=30.5527374&p_longi=-81.6095411&fid=284479
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the Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve and in a description of a map of Duval County 
waterways produced by the Florida Center for Instructional Technology.  
 
The Jacksonville City Council, which serves as the local government for the combined City of 
Jacksonville and Duval County, was asked to comment on the proposed change, but no response 
was received, which is presumed to indicate no opinion.  The Florida State Names Authority 
does not recommend approval, citing the objection of the FL DEP.  The NPS also does not 
support the change, citing longstanding use of the current name, as well as an apparent lack of 
local support and the costs that would be involved. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Lorelei Swamp, Florida 
(Review List 433) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=28.5274&p_longi=-80.9623 
 
This proposal is to apply the new name Lorelei Swamp to an approximately 895-acre unnamed 
floodplain swamp in Orange County.  The majority of the swamp lies within the Tosohatchee 
Wildlife Management Area, which is managed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission. 
 
The proposed name refers to Lorelei, a river siren from German folklore.  The proponent states 
“the swamp contains significant areas of old growth wetlands the likes of which are scarce to be 
found anywhere else.  As such it has a way of drawing one in well past reason and nightfall, 
befitting the name of a siren.”  He adds “The swamp also contains some of the last remaining 
areas of old growth cypress-tupelo floodplain swamp and hydric hammock, as well as 
populations of over 50 globally, federally, or state listed plants and animals.” 
 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission supports the proposal, while the St. 
Johns River Water Management District has no objection.  However, the Orange County 
Commissioners and the Florida State Names Authority do not recommend approval, citing the 
objection of V.B.C. Diversified Holdings LLLP, which owns land at the edge of the floodplain.  
The business objects to the word “Swamp,” which they believe would “create a red flag or 
negative connotation as related to our land value and future sales possibilities.”  They added “We 
would appreciate the new name to be Lorelei--Range, Prairie or Bluff.”  The proponent was 
informed of the objections but does not wish to amend his proposal.  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=28.5274&p_longi=-80.9623
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=28.5274&p_longi=-80.9623
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were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Arturdee Creek, Washington 
(Review List 431) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.66712&p_longi=-
117.10475 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.65336&p_longi=-
117.09033 
 
The new name Arturdee Creek is proposed for an unnamed 1.2-mile-long stream that flows out 
of Liberty Lake in Spokane County.  The stream flows into the City of Liberty Lake, an 
incorporated city north of the lake of the same name.   
 
The proposed name is associated with the former community of Arturdee, which was located 
near the mouth of the stream.  No details are known about the history or meaning of the name, 
which appeared on USGS topographic maps until 1970 (it is now listed in GNIS as “historical”).  
According to GNIS, there are no other features with “Arturdee” in their names.  There is no 
evidence today of the former community; it is now part of the City of Liberty Lake.  
 

 
 

USGS GREEN ACRES, WA 1:62,500 (1951) 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.66712&p_longi=-117.10475
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.66712&p_longi=-117.10475
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.66712&p_longi=-117.10475
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.66712&p_longi=-117.10475
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.65336&p_longi=-117.09033
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.65336&p_longi=-117.09033
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.65336&p_longi=-117.09033
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.65336&p_longi=-117.09033
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Google Maps (2019) 
 
The Washington Board on Geographic Names (WABGN) asked the Spokane City Council and 
the Spokane County Commissioners to comment on the proposal, but no responses were 
received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The WABGN received two emails 
from local residents, one questioning the necessity of naming a “ditch” (he added that as a 45-
year resident of the area he had never heard of Arturdee), and the other suggesting that more 
information was needed regarding the history of the proposed name.  Citing the apparent lack of 
local support, the WABGN recommends disapproval of the name.  
 
As part of its research, the WABGN contacted the Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation and the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe.  A copy of the proposal was also forwarded by the 
BGN staff to the following tribes that have an interest in Spokane County:  the Coeur d’Alene 
Tribe, the Kalispel Indian Community of the Kalispel Reservation, and the Spokane Tribe of the 
Spokane Reservation.  No responses were received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of 
opinion.   
 

Pinecroft Peak, Washington 
(Review List 431) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.683416&p_longi=-117.229424 
 
The new name Pinecroft Peak is proposed for an unnamed 2,106-foot summit in the City of 
Spokane Valley in Spokane County.  The summit is also located within the Pinecroft Natural 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.683416&p_longi=-117.229424
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.683416&p_longi=-117.229424
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Area Preserve, managed by the Washington State Department of Natural Resources; the 
proposed name refers to the name of the preserve.   
 
The Washington Board on Geographic Names (WABGN) asked the Spokane Valley City 
Council and the Spokane County Commissioners to comment on the proposal, but no responses 
were received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  Citing the apparent lack of local 
support, the WABGN recommends disapproval of the name.  
 
As part of its research, the WABGN contacted the Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation and the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe.  A copy of the proposal was also forwarded by the 
BGN staff to the following Tribes that have an interest in Spokane County:  the Coeur d’Alene 
Tribe, the Kalispel Indian Community of the Kalispel Reservation, and the Spokane Tribe of the 
Spokane Reservation.  No responses were received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of 
opinion.  
 
According to GNIS, there are no other features in the State with “Pinecroft” in their names.    
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties  
 

Stewart Creek, Georgia 
(Review List 435) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.88872&p_longi=-
84.27098 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.8992&p_longi=-
84.27832 
 
The new name Stewart Creek is proposed for a 0.9-mile-long tributary of another unnamed 
stream proposed to be named Northwoods Creek (q.v.) in the City of Doraville in DeKalb 
County.  Both proposals were submitted by the Northwoods Area Neighborhood Association 
(NANA), which believes that naming the streams would increase neighborhood pride and 
promote the neighborhood’s history.  After confirming with local residents and historians that the 
two primary streams that flow through the historic district were unnamed, NANA asked for 
suggestions.   
 
The proposed name Stewart Creek refers to a body of water that once existed near the source of 
the stream and which was known locally as “Stewart Lake.”  In the 1920s, a local landowner 
named Thomas Turner Stewart allowed excavation of a quarry in the area.  When the quarry was 
abandoned in the 1940s, Mr. Stewart dammed the stream to form a reservoir, which he stocked 
with trout.  It is not clear when the reservoir ceased to exist.  It is not depicted on any USGS 
topographic maps, nor is it listed in GNIS. 
 
A 2013 FEMA map collectively labels this stream and the lower portion of the stream proposed 
to be named Northwoods Creek (q.v.) as North Fork Peachtree Creek Tributary 1. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.88872&p_longi=-84.27098
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.88872&p_longi=-84.27098
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.88872&p_longi=-84.27098
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.88872&p_longi=-84.27098
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.8992&p_longi=-84.27832
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.8992&p_longi=-84.27832
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.8992&p_longi=-84.27832
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.8992&p_longi=-84.27832
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The City of Doraville supports the proposal.  The DeKalb County Board of Commissioners was 
asked to comment, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of 
opinion.  The Georgia State Names Authority has no objection.  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
GNIS lists a reservoir named Stewart Lake 15.5 miles to the southeast of the stream and also 
within DeKalb County; the origin of this name has not been determined.  There are no streams in 
the area with “Stewart” in their names. 
 

Gordon Branch, North Carolina 
(Review List 434) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.60499&p_longi=-
82.53938 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.61328&p_longi=-
82.55299 
 
The new name Gordon Branch is proposed for a 1.2-mile-long tributary of Reed Creek in the 
City of Asheville in Buncombe County.  The proponent is the Watershed Resources Manager for 
RiverLink, a non-profit organization promoting the environmental and economic vitality of the 
French Broad River and its watershed.  As part of a “name-that-creek” project, RiverLink 
worked with city staff and the West Asheville neighborhood to select an appropriate name for 
the stream.  Through the project, RiverLink hopes to bring streams to the attention of 
neighborhood residents and encourage environmental stewardship.  Since 2007, the BGN has 
approved five names proposed by this organization; Orchard Creek, listed under Category V 
below, was also submitted by RiverLink. 
 
After reviewing six names submitted by neighborhood residents, the name Gordon Branch 
received the most votes in an online poll.  The name would commemorate Gordon James 
Wallace (1986-2013), who lived in a house near the stream for most of his life.  He and his 
friends would play in the stream and Gordon would later become an artist and musician.  The 
proponent reports that despite Gordon’s death at a young age, neighbors commented that “he 
made a positive contribution to his friends and neighbors by his actions and appreciation of 
community” and that he was loved by many in the area who played music with him. 
 
FEMA maps published in 2010 label the stream Reed Creek Tributary 6.  The City Council of 
Asheville and the Buncombe County Commissioners support the proposal, as does the North 
Carolina Board on Geographic Names. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.60499&p_longi=-82.53938
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.60499&p_longi=-82.53938
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.60499&p_longi=-82.53938
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.60499&p_longi=-82.53938
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.61328&p_longi=-82.55299
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.61328&p_longi=-82.55299
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.61328&p_longi=-82.55299
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.61328&p_longi=-82.55299
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In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 

Change Squaw Creek (FID 1150257) to Nestucca Bobb Creek, Oregon 
(Siuslaw National Forest) 

(Review List 436) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=45.128344&p_longi=-
123.889826&fid=1150257 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Squaw Creek, a 3.3-mile-long tributary of Little Nestucca 
River in Tillamook County, to Nestucca Bobb Creek.  It was submitted to the Oregon 
Geographic Names Board (OGNB) by a historian and member of the Confederated Tribes of the 
Grand Ronde Community of Oregon.  The name would commemorate Levi Bobb (also known as 
Levi Tillamook or Levi Nestuc) (ca. 1850s-ca. 1890s), a leader of the Nestucca group of 
Tillamook Indians. 
 
The Nestucca group lived near Nestucca Bay, northwest of the stream, until 1875 when they 
were removed from their lands.  The Nestucca often traded with the Grand Ronde community 
and over time Levi Bobb and other Nestucca and Tillamook Indians became important members 
of the community, helping to build faster and safer roads to the coast for trading and fishing.  
Levi Bobb’s descendants have served as tribal leaders.  Bobb was never known as “Nestucca 
Bobb” but the proponent states that the name “is an amalgamation of one of the original tribal 
names ‘Nestucca,’ which is a traditional association of the family, and the final surname of Levi 
‘Bobb’ which is retained today.” 
 
The OGNB received letters of support from the Tillamook County Commissioners, the 
Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community of Oregon, and the Bobb family.  The 
OGNB recommends approval of the proposal, while the U.S. Forest Service has no objection. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Doggetts Pond, Virginia 
(Review List 433) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=37.602309&p_longi=-77.993466 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name Doggetts Pond to an approximately 1.6-
acre unnamed reservoir located on the proponent’s property in Powhatan County.  The property 
has been in the proponent’s family since the 1920s.   

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=45.128344&p_longi=-123.889826&fid=1150257
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=45.128344&p_longi=-123.889826&fid=1150257
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=45.128344&p_longi=-123.889826&fid=1150257
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=45.128344&p_longi=-123.889826&fid=1150257
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=37.602309&p_longi=-77.993466
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=37.602309&p_longi=-77.993466
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The new name would honor Douglas B. Doggett (1902-1988), the grandfather of the current 
owner of the property that contains the reservoir.  Upon his death, Mr. Doggett’s daughter 
received an inheritance that funded the construction of the pond.  Mr. Doggett was born and 
raised in Richmond and worked as the foreman of the maintenance shop at RF&P Railroad’s 
primary yard in Richmond.  He was a resident of Glen Allen at time of his death and is buried in 
Richmond.    
 
The Powhatan County Board of Supervisors has no objection to the proposal.  The Virginia 
Board on Geographic Names (VABGN) also has no objection, stating that “although there is no 
strong family connection to the property in which the reservoir is located, the board sees no 
reason not to name it, it is a man-made feature and does need a name.”  As part of its research, 
the VABGN sent a letter to the editor of Powhatan Today to have the proposal announced for 
public comment; it was not published.  The VABGN also asked the Powhatan County Historical 
Society for an opinion but no response was received.  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Restoration Branch, Florida 
(Eglin Air Force Base) 

(Review List 435) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.633107&p_longi=-
86.79982 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.625466&p_longi=-
86.786917 
 
The new name Restoration Branch is proposed for a one-mile-long tributary of the Yellow River 
on Eglin Air Force Base in Santa Rosa County and Okaloosa County.  The name refers to 
restoration work done by Eglin Air Force Base in the Yellow River watershed.  The proponent is 
the Soil Conservation Project Manager at the base, and he reports that in 2013 he led a project 
that decommissioned and realigned roadways in the area of the stream in order to reduce 
maintenance due to erosion and sedimentation.  Former stream crossings were removed, and 
both this stream and nearby Crane Branch were rehabilitated.  The proponent wishes to have the 
stream named to indicate the base’s “proactive natural resource management in soil 
conservation.” 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.633107&p_longi=-86.79982
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.633107&p_longi=-86.79982
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.633107&p_longi=-86.79982
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.633107&p_longi=-86.79982
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.625466&p_longi=-86.786917
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.625466&p_longi=-86.786917
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.625466&p_longi=-86.786917
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.625466&p_longi=-86.786917
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The Santa Rosa County Board of Commissioners and the Okaloosa Board of County 
Commissioners support the proposal.  The Florida State Names Authority and the Department of 
Defense have no objection. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Northwoods Creek, Georgia 
(Review List 435) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.88277&p_longi=-
84.26631 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.89157&p_longi=-
84.28261 
 
The new name Northwoods Creek is proposed for a 1.4-mile-long tributary of North Fork 
Peachtree Creek, located partially in the City of Doraville in DeKalb County.  It is the second 
proposal submitted by the Northwoods Area Neighborhood Association (NANA), which 
believes that naming the stream would increase neighborhood pride and promote the 
neighborhood’s history.  After confirming with local residents and historians that the two 
primary streams that flow through the historic district were unnamed, NANA asked for 
suggestions.  The name Northwoods Creek received unanimous support from neighborhood 
residents.  A second proposal is to apply the new name Stewart Creek (q.v.) to a tributary of this 
stream. 
 
The proposed name Northwoods Creek is associated with the Northwoods Historic District 
through which the stream flows.  The district was added to the National Register of Historic 
Places in 2014 and “preserves an intact example of mid-century architecture, subdivision 
planning, and landscapes.”   
 
A 2013 FEMA map uses the name North Fork Peachtree Creek Tributary 1 for the portion of the 
stream downstream of the proposed Stewart Creek (q.v.) and the name North Fork Peachtree 
Creek Tributary 1.1 for the upstream portion. 
 
The City of Doraville supports the proposal.  The DeKalb County Board of Commissioners was 
asked to comment, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of 
opinion.  The Georgia State Names Authority has no objection.  
 
GNIS includes an entry for the unincorporated community of Northwoods, along with some 
associated administrative features. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.88277&p_longi=-84.26631
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.88277&p_longi=-84.26631
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.88277&p_longi=-84.26631
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.88277&p_longi=-84.26631
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.89157&p_longi=-84.28261
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.89157&p_longi=-84.28261
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.89157&p_longi=-84.28261
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=33.89157&p_longi=-84.28261
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In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
 
 

Trinity Creek, Mississippi 
(Review List 435) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.61376&p_longi=-
89.18339 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.62148&p_longi=-
89.15717 
 
The new name Trinity Creek is proposed for an unnamed 2.1-mile-long tributary of the Biloxi 
River in Harrison County.  The proponent states that although she “just likes the name,” she adds 
that volunteers from the Trinity United Methodist Church in South Carolina helped local 
property owners rebuild after Hurricane Katrina. 
 
The majority of features in GNIS in Mississippi with “Trinity” in their names are churches, 
schools, and cemeteries.  Of the churches, 6 are in Harrison County but all are over 10 miles to 
the southeast of this stream.  One community is located in the northwest corner of the State.   
 
The Harrison County Board of Supervisors and the Mississippi State Names Authority 
recommend approval of the name. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 

 
Orchard Creek, North Carolina 

(Review List 434) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.56996&p_longi=-
82.59964 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.57533&p_longi=-
82.59447 
 
The new name Orchard Creek is proposed for a 0.5-mile-long tributary of Rhododendron Creek 
(BGN 2005) in the City of Asheville in Buncombe County.  The proponent is the Watershed 
Resources Manager for RiverLink, a non-profit organization promoting the environmental and 
economic vitality of the French Broad River and its watershed.  As part of a “name-that-creek” 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.61376&p_longi=-89.18339
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.61376&p_longi=-89.18339
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https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.62148&p_longi=-89.15717
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.62148&p_longi=-89.15717
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.62148&p_longi=-89.15717
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=30.62148&p_longi=-89.15717
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.56996&p_longi=-82.59964
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.56996&p_longi=-82.59964
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.56996&p_longi=-82.59964
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.56996&p_longi=-82.59964
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.57533&p_longi=-82.59447
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=35.57533&p_longi=-82.59447
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project, RiverLink worked with city staff and the West Asheville neighborhood to select an 
appropriate name for the stream.   
 
After reviewing eleven names submitted by neighborhood residents, the name Orchard Creek 
received the most votes in an online poll.  The name refers to a large apple orchard that was 
located near the source of the stream.  A nearby apartment building was historically the residence 
of orchard workers.  
 
The City Council of Asheville and the Buncombe County Commissioners recommend approval 
of this proposal, as does the North Carolina Board on Geographic Names. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
GNIS lists streams named Peach Orchard Creek 17 miles to the northeast in Buncombe County, 
and Orchard Branch 21 miles to the northwest in Haywood County. 
 

Springfield Butte, Oregon 
(Review List 436) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.032292&p_longi=-123.004724   
 
This proposal, submitted by the Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB), is to make official 
the name Springfield Butte for an approximately 600-foot-high unnamed summit just outside the 
corporate boundaries of the City of Springfield.  The proponent describes the feature as a 
prominent mountain that is visible from most parts of the city.  
 
The name Springfield Butte first appeared in print in 1983 in a Springfield Historical 
Commission publication; however, the proponent believes it was likely in use before that.  Other 
names for the summit, Briggs’ Butte and Quarry Butte, are mentioned in Our Wagon Train is 
Lost, a story that recounts a pioneer group that attempted to cross the Cascade Mountains.  The 
name Briggs’ Butte refers to Springfield’s founder Elias Briggs, while Quarry Butte refers to 
rock and gravel quarrying on the summit’s south side. 
 
The OGNB recommends approval of the name.  As part of its research, the OGNB forwarded the 
proposal to the landowner, Knife River Corporation, and the Lane County Commissioners, both 
of which replied in support of the name.  The City of Springfield has no opinion, and no 
responses were received from the Lane County Historical Society or from the tribes that the 
OGNB contacted. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.032292&p_longi=-123.004724
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.032292&p_longi=-123.004724
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Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mittenwald Creek, South Carolina 
(Review List 436) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.316609&p_longi=-
80.768557 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.297862&p_longi=-
80.742393  
 
This proposal is to apply the new name Mittenwald Creek to a 2.2-mile-long unnamed tributary 
of Sawneys Creek in Kershaw County.  The name is of German origin and translates to ‘middle 
of the woods’; according to the proponent, it is descriptive of the heavily wooded area through 
which the stream flows.  He states also that the name would represent the “European influence of 
the founders” of the community of Lugoff, which is located 6.4 miles to the southeast and which 
according to local history sources, was named for a “Count Lugoff” who oversaw the 
construction of a railway through South Carolina; no details about this individual could be found.  
Around 1750, a group of Quakers of unknown origin settled in the area of present-day Lugoff. 
 
The Kershaw County government and the South Carolina State Geographic Names Authority 
both have no objection to the proposal.  
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly 
Review List containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities 
were given 60 days to comment on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received 
regarding this proposal, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
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